THE  SIXTH 


!/ 


i 


/ 

i 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 


OF 


CINCINNATI. 


June,  1873. 


CINCINNATI: 

ROBERT  CLARKE  &  CO.,  65  WEST  FOURTH  STREET. 

i873- 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


Library — Messrs.  Eckel,  Wilson,  O’Neil,  and  Strunk. 
Reading  Rooms — Messrs.  Wilson  and  Eckel. 

Finance — Messrs.  Carbery  and  Goss. 

Building — Messrs.  Goss,  Tilden,  and  O’Neil. 

Public  Meetings — Messrs.  Tilden  and  Carbery. 


LIBRARIAN  AND  ASSISTANTS. 


William  Frederick  Poole,  Librarian. 

Will  E.  Barnwell,  First  Assistant  Librarian. 
Harriet  E.  Garretson,  Second  Assistant  Librarian. 
Paul  Neuhaus,  Third  Assistant  Librarian. 


Henry  C.  Meyers. 


Eliza  M.  Fuller. 


Sophia  F.  Shannon. 


Louisa  S.  Nisbet. 
Constantine  Z.  Polewodin. 
Oliver  Jenkins. 


Laura  F.  Pollard. 
Mrs.  E.  N.  Fuller. 


Selina  M.  Bernard. 


Frank  Walsh. 


Kate  B.  Medary. 


EVENING  AND  SUNDAY  ATTENDANTS. 


Frederick  Neuhaus.  Charles  H.  Heine.  Julius  Friedland. 

Lafayette  Bloom.  Charles  Brown.  Alexander  Paddack. 

Joseph  Piepmeyer.  Montreville  Hill.  Laura  Jenkins. 


Millard  F.  Poor. 


William  Jenkins  and  Wife,  Janitors. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MANAGERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  City  of  Cincinnati. 

The  Managers  of  the  Public  Library  respectfully  present 
for  your  information  the  following  statement  by  their  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  moneys  received  and  disbursed,  during  the  year 
ending  June  21,  1873,  for  the  Library,  together  with  a  re¬ 
port,  by  the  Librarian,  as  to  its  internal  management  and 
condition. 

The  general  result  of  the  Treasurer’s  account  is,  that 
$20,190.51  have  been  expended  during  the  year  for  books 
and  binding,  and  $17,938.46  for  salaries  and  other  current 
expenses  of  the  institution,  the  force  employed  in  addition 
to  the  Librarian  being  twenty-five  assistants  and  two  jani¬ 
tors.  The  proceeds  of  the  Library  tax  of  one-tenth  of  a  mill, 
amount  to  $17,140.21,  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  books.  The  outlay  for  all  other  purposes,  includ¬ 
ing  $100,966.39  for  building,  has  been  paid  out  of  the 
School  Fund,  under  your  direction. 

The  Librarian’s  Report  leaves  nothing  to  be  added  con¬ 
cerning  the  general  use  and  operation  of  the  Library  in  the 
circulating  department.  But  in  respect  to  the  Reading 
Rooms  and  their  use  and  importance,  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
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you  more  particularly  to  the  facts  stated  in  his  Report  and 
to  your  own  past  action. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
in  July,  1868,  fixed  upon  the  present  site  of  the  Library, 
and  adopted  the  plans  of  building  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
McLaughlin,  architect,  and  which  are  fully  explained  in  the 
Annual  Report  which  we  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
in  June,  1869.  By  the  express  action  of  your  Committee, 
the  building,  now  nearly  completed,  was  designed  in  all 
its  parts  to  meet  the  double  wants  and  purposes  of  a  Li- 
brary  and  a  Reading  Room  ;  the  latter  being  regarded  not 
only  as  a  proper  auxiliary  or  appendage  to  the  former,  but 
being  made  essential  for  the  reason  that  a  large  class  of 
books  must  be  reserved  for  consultation  only,  and  can 
not  be  issued  for  circulation.  According  to  the  plans  thus 
adopted,  the  front  rooms  on  the  first  floor  were  designed  and 
built  as  the  office  and  the  reception-room  for  visitors  of  the 
Library,  and  the  large  room  immediately  above,  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  story,  was  prepared  as  the  Reading  Room.  Meanwhile, 
until  the  completion  of  the  mam  building  in  the  rear,  the 
latter  has  necessarily  been  taken  for  the  Library,  and  the 
rooms  on  the  first  floor  have  been  occupied  as  Reading- 
Rooms,  thus  forcing  all  the  business  of  the  Librarian’s 
office,  and  of  the  Managers’,  as  well  as  much  of  the  manual 
work  of  cataloguing  and  preparing  books  for  the  shelves, 
into  a  small  and  crowded  apartment  in  rear  of  the  present 
Library.  The  third  story  of  the  front  building  has  been 
given  up  to  the  room  for  works  on  art,  and  to  the  Theologi¬ 
cal  and  Medical  Libraries,  which  have  become  permanently 
incorporated  with  the  Public  Library,  on  the  basis  offered 
to  these  and  other  library  associations,  as  submitted  to  you 
in  our  Annual  Report  of  June,  1869.  Two  other  libraries 
now  have  the  question  under  consideration  whether  they 
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will  adopt  the  same  privilege.  The  fourth  story  will  there¬ 
fore  furnish  the  only  remaining  space  for  their  use  and  for 
necessary  work-rooms,  which  the  future  wants  of  the  Li¬ 
brary  will  render  indispensable.  The  only  criticism  which 
has  been  made  upon  the  edifice  is,  that  it  will  prove  inade¬ 
quate  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed. 

These  facts  will  serve  to  show  that  unless  it  be  deemed 
expedient  to  break  up  and  abolish  the  Leading  Rooms, 
which  thus  far  have  proved  to  be  a  most  valuable  and  in¬ 
teresting  adjunct  of  the  Library,  there  will  be  great  diffi¬ 
culty  in  appropriating  any  part  of  the  building  to  any 
other  than  the  original  purpose  and  plan. 

For  the  Board  of  Managers, 

RUFUS  KING,  President. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
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To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati: 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  inspection 
the  followiug  account  of  moneys  received  by  me,  and  disbursed 
by  your  orders,  during  the  official  year  ending  June  21, 1873  : 


Eeceipts. 

Cash  received  from  deposits  for  security .  $291  00 

“  “  “  Membership — non-residents .  25  00 

“  “  “  Fines .  1,377  44 

“  “  “  Books  lost  and  paid  for .  61  79 

“  “  “  Catalogues  sold .  48  00 

“  “  “  Theological  and  Belio-ious  Li- 

o  o 

brary,  reimbursement  for  out- 

lav  on  mao;azines,  etc .  125  00 

“  u  “  Library  Fund .  22,066  56 

“  on  hand  June  18,  1872 .  966  34 

$24,961  13 

Expenditures. 

Deposits  refunded . .  $256  00 

Postage .  136  63 

Incidental  expenses  and  stationery . 451  0$ 
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Insurance .  112  50 

Binding . 2,872  97 

Theological  and  Religious  Library,  magazines,  bind¬ 
ing,  etc.. .  376  29 

Cincinnati  Hospital  Library,  books,  etc .  1,234  50 

Magazines . 1,582  55 

Purchase  of  books .  15,734  99 

Total  expenditures. . $22,757  51 

Cash  on  hand  June  21,  1873,  at  Library .  $84  65 

In  Merchants’  National  Bank .  2,118  97 

$24,961  13 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  Board  of  Education  has  ex¬ 
pended  money  not  passing  through  our  hands,  as  follows: 

Salaries.......  . . $13,319  33 

Fuel........... . 646  00 

Gas.................... . 984  74 

Repairs.... . . . 1,813  20 

Furniture . . . 59  00 

Supplies  and  incidentals.. . . .  298  02 

Printing  and  stationery.... . . 317  96 

$17,238  25 

New  building......... . .  ....  . . . .  100,966  39 

$118,204  64 

Statement  of  the  Library  Fund. 

Balance  on  hand  June  23,  1872 . . . . .  $8,437  36 

Last  installment  of  taxes,  1871  . 8,366  93 

First  installment  of  taxes,  1872,  on  account....... .  3,000  00 

First  installment  of  taxes,  1872,  balance .  5,773  28 

Interest  on  Mrs.  Sarah  Lewis’s  bequest  to  May  1, 1873.  32  240 


$25,897  81 
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Appropriated  by  the  Board  of  Education  : 


July  2,  1872 . 

December  11.  1872 
January  16,  1873... 
January  28,  1873.. 
February  12,  1873 

March  12,  1873 . 

April  9,  1873 . 

April  15,  1873 . 

April  25,  1873 . 

May  20,  1873 . 

June  7,  1873 . 

June  13,  1873 . 


$8,437  36 
2,593  13 
1,453  50 
1,947  79 
436  27 
1.899  13 
469  02 
1,802  80 
645  45 
1.043  49 
705  96 
632  66 

- $22,066  56 


Balance  in  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer .  $3,831  25 


.Received  from  Board  of  Education . $22,066  56 

Received  at  the  Library  for  hooks  lost .  61  79 

$22,128  35 

Deficit  in  appropriations  from  Library 

Fund  in  1872 .  560  78 


$22,567  57 

Paid  for  hooks,  including 

freight,  etc . $15,734  99 

Paid  for  binding .  2,872  97 

Paid  for  magazines .  1,5S2  55 

Paid  on  account  of  Theological 

Library .  376  29 

Paid  on  account  of  Cincinnati 

Hospital  Library .  1.234  50 

_ $21,801  30 

Balance  of  appropriation  from  Library  Fund....  <66  2 < 
Total  Library  Fund  . . .  $4,597  52 
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Assets. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Lewis’s  bequest .  $5,300  00 

Balance  cash  on  hand .  $2,203  62 

Balance  Library  Fund  in  City  Treasury..  3,831  25 

Due  from  Theological  Library .  ,  .  393  61 

Due  from  Cincinnati  Hospital  Library....  1,668  51 

-  8,096  99 

Total  available  assets . $13,396  99 

J.  P.  CABBEBY, 


Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
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Public  Library  of  Cincinnati, 

June  30, 1873. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Public  Hibrary : 

Gentlemen:  I  herewith  respectfully  submit  my  Annual 
Report,  as  Librarian,  for  the  official  year  ending  June  21, 
1873. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  success  and  extended 
usefulness  in  every  department  of  the  institution.  Prom 
the  statistics  which  follow,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number 
of  readers  and  the  circulation  of  books  have  largely  in¬ 
creased  ;  that  more  than  ten  thousand  volumes  have  been 
added  to  the  library,  and  that  the  entire  collection  in  less 
than  three  years  has  grown  from  twenty-three  thousand  to 
nearly  sixty  thousand  volumes.  But  for  the  want  of  shelf- 
room  in  our  present  contracted  and  temporary  quarters,  the 
purchases  of  the  year  would  have  been  larger. 

One  year  ago,  when  the  contracts  were  made  for  finishing 
the  main  library  and  its  adjacent  apartments,  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  that  before  the  close  of  this  official  year  they  would 
be  completed,  and  that  we  should  be  in  possession  of  their 
ample  accommodations.  As  the  finish,  with  the  exception 
of  the  shelving  and  counters,  is  of  iron  and  marble,  the 
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processes  have  been  necessarily  slow,  and  hence  have  taken 
more  time  than  was  expected.  The  work  is  now  so  far 
advanced  that  the  whole  building  will,  without  doubt,  be 
ready  for  occupancy  in  September. 

ACCESSIONS. 

The  library  now  contains  59,695  volumes.  The  number 
reported  one  year  ago  was  49,636,  making  a  net  increase  of 
10,059  volumes. 

To  the  Public  Library  proper  9,087  volumes  have  been 
added  by  purchase,  and  874  by  donation,  making  an  in¬ 
crease,  after  deducting  473  volumes  worn  out  and  with¬ 
drawn,  of  9,488  volumes. 

Of  the  special  libraries  in  our  charge,  204  volumes  have 
been  added  to  the  Theological  and  Religious  Library  by 
purchase  and  the  binding  of  serials,  and  367  volumes  to  the 
Cincinnati  Hospital  Library  by  purchase. 


The  Public  Library  proper  has .  54,225  volumes. 

The  Theological  and  Religious  Library .  3,979  “ 

The  Cincinnati  Hospital  Library .  1,491  „ 

Total .  59,695 


The  accession  of  pamphlets  during  the  year  has  been 
1,555,  of  which  469  have  been  purchased,  and  1,086  have 
been  given. 

The  amount  expended  for  books  and  pamphlets  was 
$15,734.99,  and  for  periodicals  for  the  reading-rooms 
$1,582.55,  making  a  total  expenditure  for  the  use  and  in¬ 
crease  of  the  library,  $17,317.54.  The  amount  expended 
for  binding  was  $2,872.97.  The  amount  received  for  tines 
was  $1,377.44. 
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Among  the  accessions  of  the  year  were  1,645  volumes  of 
German  publications.  The  call  for  German  and  French 
literature  is  steadily  increasing,  and,  excepting  English 
prose  liction  and  juveniles,  this  is  by  far  the  largest  demand 
made  upon  the  circulating  department.  A  considerable  in¬ 
crease  of  the  department  of  German  literature  ought  to  be 
made  during  the  next  year.  The  press  of  this  country  and 
of  England  has  issued  during  the  past  year  a  smaller  num¬ 
ber  than  usual  of  new  books  of  marked  interest.  American 
publications  have  been  placed  on  our  shelves  as  soon  as 
they  appeared  in  the  market ;  and  such  a  number  of  dup¬ 
licates  have  been  procured  as  the  merit  of  each  work  seemed 
to  demand.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  supply  the 
whole  temporary  call  for  a  popular  book  on  its  first  issue. 
Such  a  course  would  soon  lumber  our  shelves  with  useless 
duplicates.  Only  so  many  copies  are  procured  as  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  used  after  the  first  temporary  interest  in  the  book 
has  passed  away.  New  English  publications,  for  the  circu¬ 
lating  department,  which  are  not  reprinted  in  this  country, 
we  procure  from  our  agent  in  London,  who  picks  them  up 
from  Mudie’s  and  other  circulating  libraries  at  greatly  re¬ 
duced  rates  soon  after  their  issue,  and  puts  them  in  sub¬ 
stantial  library  binding. 

The  library  is  under  great  obligations  to  the  courtesy  of 
the  house  of  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Manufacturing  Company, 
in  New  York  city,  for  instructing  its  agent  in  London  to 
pay  any  authorized  draft  to  the  agent  of  the  library  in 
London,  or  in  any  part  of  Europe.  This  arrangement  en¬ 
ables  the  library  to  pay  its  bills  for  purchases  in  Europe 
promptly  without  making  a  deposit  of  funds  in  London. 
Notice  of  these  drafts,  with  receipts  of  bills  paid,  are  sent 
to  the  New  York  house,  and  are  forwarded  to  us  with  an 
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account  in  currency,  at  the  price  of  gold  and  the  selling 
rates  of  foreign  exchange  in  New  York  on  that  day.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  ours  is  a  public  library,  the  Wheeler 
&  Wilson  Manufacturing  Company  have  generously  made 

0 

no  charges  for  commission  or  interest,  and  several  weeks 
must  elapse  after  their  agent  has  paid  the  money  before  the 
house  is  reimbursed.  Drafts  amounting  to  nearly  nine 
thousand  dollars  have  been  paid  by  this  house  during  the 
past  year  on  account  of  the  purchases  of  the  library  abroad. 
Besides  the  convenience  of  the  arrangement,  a  considerable 
saving  has  been  made  to  the  library  in  the  price  of  gold 
and  the  low  rates  of  exchange. 

DONATIONS. 

i 

In  Appendix  A  will  be  found  a  list  of  the  donors  to  the 
library  during  the  year.  Their  gifts  have  been  874  vol¬ 
umes  and  1,089  pamphlets.  The  number  reported  last 
year  was  785  volumes  and  573  pamphlets. 

The  Common  Council  of  Cincinnati  have  given  a  valu¬ 
able  collection  of  49  bound  volumes  of  newspapers,  which 
have  long  been  stored  in  the  city  building.  The  Gazette 
Company  has  presented  59  volumes  and  469  pamphlets; 
and  Mr.  John  A.  Cockerill,  editor  of  the  Enquirer,  has 
given  21  volumes  and  32  pamphlets.  Many  of  these  dona¬ 
tions  from  newspaper  editorial  rooms  have  much  historical 
and  local  interest.  The  Ohio  Historical  and  Philosophical 
Society  has  given  33  volumes  and  133  pamphlets,  which 
were  duplicates  in  its  collection,  or  outside  the  rauge  of 
topics  to  which  it  devotes  attention.  Wilson,  Hinkle  &  Co. 
have  given  30  volumes  and  55  pamphlets,  chiefly  on  educa¬ 
tional  subjects.  Mr.  John  W.  M.  Lee,  Librarian  of  the 
Baltimore  Mercantile  Library,  has  given  20  volumes  and 
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66  pamphlets,  including  nearly  a  complete  set  of  the  pub¬ 
lications  of  the  Maryland  Historical  Society,  and  other 
matters  of  historical  interest.  Mr.  Theodore  Stanwood 
has  presented  40  volumes  and  114  pamphlets;  Mr.  Ju¬ 
lius  Dexter,  11  volumes  and  44  pamphlets ;  Mr.  Robert 
Clarke,  41  volumes;  Mr.  Joseph  Rawson,  39  volumes;  Mr. 
Thomas  Cleneay,  27  volumes;  Miss  Emily  Z.  Ashford,  49 
volumes  and  47  pamphlets  ;  and  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green,  of 
Boston,  7  volumes  and  72  pamphlets.  Our  city  delegation 
in  Congress,  Hon.  Aaron  F.  Perry,  Hon.  Job  Stevenson, 
arid  Hon.  Ozro  J.  Dodds,  have  been  attentive  to  the  wants 
of  the  library,  and  have  made  valuable  donations  of  pub¬ 
lic  documents.  Col.  ¥m.  H.  Withington,  of  Jackson, 
Michigan,  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature,  has  sent 
to  the  library  the  current  official  publications  of  Michigan. 
Senator  John  Sherman  has  furnished  the  library  with 
United  States  documents.  The  United  States  Government 
has  kept  up  its  series  of  sessional  documents,  the  last  issue 
being  seventy-live  bound  volumes;  and  the  Patent  Office 
lias  continued  to  send  its  current  series  of  patent  speci¬ 
fications  and  drawings,  forty-five  bound  volumes  having 
been  issued  the  past  year.  The  Manchester,  Birmingham, 
Liverpool,  and  Salford  Free  Libraries  of  England  have  sent 
their  catalogues  aud  reports.  Further  details  may  be  seen 
by  referring  to  Appendix  A. 

BOOK-BORROWERS. 

The  number  of  persons  now  entitled  to  borrow  books 
from  the  library  is  19,636.  The  number  reported  last  year 
was  15,226.  Of  the  new  readers,  4,391  have  deposited  the 
usual  certificate  of  guaranty,  and  85  preferred  to  deposit  three 
dollars,  as  provided  in  the  regulations.  Sixty-six  persons, 
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who  had  previously  made  deposits,  have  withdrawn  them. 
The  net  increase  of  book-borrowers  for  the  year  has  been 
4,410. 

CIRCULATION. 

For  the  consultation  of  books  and  periodicals,  the 
library  and  reading  rooms  have  been  accessible  every  day 
in  the  year.  For  the  circulation  of  books  the  library  has 
been  open  three  hundred  and  eight  days.  The  number  of 
volumes  taken  out  for  home  reading  has  been  239,487. 
The  number  reported  last  year  was  190,880,  and  the  year 
previous  100,256.  The  increase  of  circulation  for  the  past 
year  was  48,607,  and  the  per  cent.  25.5.  The  largest  weekly 
issue  was  6,202  volumes — from  March  3d  to  8th.  The 
largest  daily  issue  was  1,679  volumes — on  Saturday,  Jan¬ 
uary  25.  The  average  issues  on  all  the  Saturdays  of  the 
year  was  1,103  volumes.  For  six  consecutive  weeks,  from 
February  2  to  March  8,  the  average  daily  circulation  was 
more  than  1,000  volumes.  The  smallest  weekly  issue  was 
3,360  volumes — from  June  30  to  July  6.  The  smallest 
daily  issue  was  381 — on  September  24.  During  the  month 
of  September,  when  the  Industrial  Exposition  was  being 
held,  the  statistics  of  the  library  were  lower  than  at  any 
other  part  of  the  year.  The  aggregate  issues  of  the  library 
and  reading-rooms  for  the  year  were  397,624.  A  table 
showing,  week  by  week,  the  circulation  and  daily  average, 
the  issues  of  the  reading-rooms,  the  Sunday  issues,  and  the 
total  issues,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  B. 

The  classification  of  the  circulation  for  the  past  and  the 
previous  year  has  been  as  follows  : 
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1873.  1872. 

History  and  Biography.... .  6.4  6.5 

Voyages  and  Travels .  1.9  1.8 

Science  and  Arts  .  2.5  2.5 

Poetry  and  the  Drama .  1.7  1.4 

German  and  French  Literature .  11.2  10.5 

English  Prose  Fiction  and  Juveniles .  73.8  74.8 

Miscellaneous .  2.5  2.5 


* 


Of  the  persons  who  have  drawn  books  from  the  library, 
55.6  per  cent,  have  been  males,  and  44.4  per  cent,  have  been 
females;  while  of  the  fiction  and  juveniles  taken  out,  50.6 
per  cent,  have  been  taken  by  males,  and  49.4  per  cent,  have 
been  taken  by  females,  showing  that  the  latter  take  out  a 
larger  proportion  of  novels  and  juveniles  than  the  former. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  rates  per  cent,  in  the  classification 
are  substantially  the  same  year  by  year,  and  they  are 
similar  to  the  statistics  of  all  public  libraries.  Nothing 
seems  more  like  an  accident  than  the  selection  of  books 
from  a  well-furnished  public  library  ;  yet  there  is  a  hid¬ 
den  law  which  determines  that  selection,  as  fixed  as  the  law 
which  determines  year  by  year  the  average  temperature  of 
our  climate.  Statistics  show  that  the  taste  for  reading  in 
one  community  is  the  same  as  that  of  every  other  commu¬ 
nity  in  similar  social  conditions.  Statistics  here,  in  New 
England,  and  in  Old  England  show,  in  the  main,  the  same 
results.  About  three-quarters  of  the  selections  will  be  prose 
fiction  and  juveniles.  If  a  library  should  report  a  much 
lower  ratio  than  this,  the  necessary  inference  would  be 
that  the  library  was  not  well  furnished  in  this  department, 
that  there  was  some  restriction  on  the  use  of  these  books, 
or  that  the  statistics  were  not  accurately  kept.  In  the 
Lower  Hall,  or  popular  circulating  department  of  the  Bos- 
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ton  Public  Library,  seventy-six  per  cent,  of  the  circulation, 
the  last  published  report  of  that  library  shows,  was  prose 
fiction  and  juveniles.  As  I  stated  in  my  last  report,  I  am 
not  disposed  to  mourn  over  or  to  apologize  for  these  facts. 
In  the  personal  experience  of  all  who  attain  to  literary  cul¬ 
ture  there  is  a  time  when  they  read  novels,  and  perhaps 
too  many  novels.  In  passing  through  this  stage  of  their 
mental  development,  which  usually  lasts  but  for  a  short 
period,  they  acquire  a  habit  of  reading,  and  a  facility  of 
thought  and  expression  which  is  of  great  benefit  to  them 
in  their  later  studies.  With  many  persons  the  alternative 
is  not  whether  they  will  read  fiction  or  something  better, 
but  whether  they  will  read  fiction  or  nothing.  As  a  rule 
people  read  books  of  a  higher  intellectual  and  moral  stan¬ 
dard  than  their  own,  and  hence  are  benefited  by  reading. 
Hovels  of  an  immoral  tendency,  or  even  of  an  equivocal 
character,  are  excluded  from  our  collection. 

The  per  cent,  of  English  prose  fiction  and  juveniles  taken 
out  the  past  year  was  73.8  against  74.8  the  year  previous, 
which  indicates  that  the  tendency  to  novel  reading  in  our 
community  is  not  increasing.  This  result  was  ascertained 
by  combining  the  daily  rates  per  cent,  into  weekly  averages, 
these  into  monthly  averages,  and  these  again  into  a  yearly 
average.  This  method  has  given  a  higher  yearly  average 
than  actually  occurred,  for  the  reason  that  during  the  win¬ 
ter  and  spring  months,  when  the  circulation  is  largest,  the 
proportion  of  this  class  of  reading  is  the  smallest.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  were  the  rates  per  cent,  for  each  of  the  months: 
July,  78.5  ;  August,  79.2;  September,  76;  October,  72.7; 
November,  71.2;  December,  71.4;  January,  72.1;  Febru¬ 
ary,  72.9;  March,  71.5;  April,  72.6;  May,  72.8;  June,  76. 
Yearly  average,  73.8. 
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An  inquiry  lias  recently  been  made  to  ascertain  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  youth  below  the  age  of  sixteen  who  take  books 
from  the  library.  The  result  is,  that  of  all  persons  taking 
books,  those  below  the  age  of  twelve  years  are  two  and 
nine-tenths  percent.;  those  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and 
sixteen  are  nineteen  and  four-tenths  percent.;  and  those 
above  the  age  of  sixteen  are  seventy-seven  and  seven- 
tenths  per  cent. 


READING-ROOMS. 

The  general  reading-rooms  are  supplied  with  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  ten  periodicals,  of  which  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  are  American,  ninety-six  English,  sixty  German, 
twelve  French,  three  Dutch,  and  one  Welsh.  Fifty-two 
duplicate  copies  of  the  more  popular  serials  are  also 
taken,  making  the  total  number  received  in  these  rooms 
three  hundred  and  sixty-two.  The  reading-room  in  the 
third  story  is  supplied  with  forty-two  medical  periodicals, 
which  are  paid  for  from  the  funds  of  the  Cincinnati  Hos¬ 
pital  ;  and  in  this  room  are  thirty-seven  files  of  the  current 
religious  newspapers  sent  to  the  Theological  and  Religious 
Library.  All  the  city  newspapers,  one  Hew  York,  and  one 
Boston  newspaper  are  taken  at  the  library  for  binding. 

The  issues  for  consultation  in  the  general  reading-rooms, 
not  including  the  use  of  works  of  reference  which  are  kept 
in  these  rooms,  have  been  46,933  books,  and  111,204  periodi¬ 
cals.  The  report  last  year  was  37,085  books,  and  91,129 
periodicals.  Ho  account  has  been  kept  of  the  use  of  the 
medical  periodicals,  or  of  the  files  of  religious  newspapers, 
as  they  are  accessible  to  readers  without  the  formality  of 
applying  to  an  attendant. 

The  experience  of  the  past  two  years  seems  to  demon- 
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strate  that  a  special  reading-room  for  the  use  of  ladies  is 
not  needed.  Attention  was  called  to  the  fact,  one  year  ago, 
that  while  the  issues  of  the  gentlemen’s  reading-room  the 
year  previous  were  119,372,  those  of  the  ladies’  reading- 
room  were  only  10,842.  During  the  past  year  the  issues 
of  the  former  have  increased  to  147,978,  and  the  issues  of 
the  latter  have  fallen  off  from  10,842  to  10,159.  When  the 
main  building  is  completed,  and  the  large  room  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  story  of  the  front  building,  now  temporarily  occupied 
by  the  library,  comes  into  use  as  a  general  reading-room  for 
periodicals,  the  ladies  will  there  find  an  attendant  of  their 
own  sex,  ample  space  for  reading,  and  a  toilet-room  for 
their  especial  accommodation. 

A 

SUNDAY  READING. 

The  project  of  opening  the  reading  rooms  of  a  public 
library  on  Sunday,  which  elsewhere  had  been  long  dis- , 
cussed,  but  which  was  first  carried  into  execution  in  Cincin¬ 
nati  more  than  two  years  ago,  can  no  longer  be  regarded 
as  an  experiment.  It  has  been  adopted  in  nearly  all  the 
large  cities  of  our  country,  by  the  Free  Library  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  in  England,  and  is  now  being  considered,  if  it  is  not 
already  adopted,  in  the  free  libraries  of  Liverpool,  Man¬ 
chester,  and  other  English  towns.  If  there  was  any  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  measure  here  in  Cincinnati  two  years  ago,  it 
seems  wholly  to  have  vanished ;  and  now  its  most  zealous 
supporters  are  religious  men  who  have  most  at  heart  the 
welfare  of  the  community.  I  am  informed  by  the  President 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion  of  our  city,  that  they  are  not  only  earnestly  in  favor  of 
the  Public  Library  being  open  on  Sunday,  but  they  know 
of  no  opposition  to  it  among  the  evangelical  clergymen  and 


f 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN.  23 

laymen  who  belong  to  the  Christian  Association.  The  per¬ 
fect  order  and  decorum  which  have  always  prevailed  in  our 
reading-rooms  would  be  creditable  in  a  Sunday-school.  The 
attendance  and  issues  of  Sunday  during  the  past  year  have 
exceeded  those  of  the  previous  year;  although,  from  the 
contracted  space  in  our  temporary  reading-rooms,  sucli  in¬ 
crease  seemed  to  be  impossible.  The  attendance  on  no 
single  day  has  been  as  large,  but  the  average  attendance 
has  been  larger  and  more  uniform,  and  a  larger  proportion 
of  books  have  been  consulted  than  formerly.  Of  late,  it 
has  frequently  happened  that  more  books  than  periodicals 
have  been  called  for.  The  issues  of  the  year  have  been 
9,820  books,  and  12,915  periodicals,  against  6,475  books  and 
13,442  periodicals  the  previous  year — a  total  of  22,735 
issues.  The  daily  average  has  increased  from  383  to  437. 

CATALOGUE. 

Since  the  last  catalogue  was  printed  two  years  ago,  more 
than  twenty-five  thousand  volumes  have  been  added  to  the 
library.  The  card  catalogue  of  these  accessions  is  com¬ 
plete  up  to  the  latest  book  received,  is  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically,  and  is  kept  in  readiness  to  be  put  to  press  at  any 
moment.  I  recommend  that  a  supplementary  catalogue  be 
printed  as  soon  as  the  library  is  removed  and  arranged  in 
the  main  hall. 


ROOM  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  BOOKS. 

The  room  specially  fitted  up  for  the  safe  preservation  of 
valuable  illustrated  books,  and  with  proper  appliances  for 
their  exhibition,  was  opened  to  the  public  in  November 
last.  It  has  been  under  charge  of  an  attendant  during  the 
regular  library  hours  on  secular  days — from  8  a.  m.  to  10 
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p.  m. — and  on  Sundays  from  3  to  10  p.  M.  The  room  has 
been  visited  by  a  large  number  of  citizens,  and  of  visitors 
from  abroad,  who  have  uniformly  expressed  their  surprise, 
as  well  as  satisfaction,  in  tin  ding  in  our  city  so  fine  and  val¬ 
uable  a  collection  of  illustrated  books,  and  which  are  so 
freely  accessible  to  the  public.  The  collection  has  been 
largely  used  by  architects,  civil  engineers,  mechanics,  art¬ 
ists,  students  in  the  fine  arts,  and  by  the  pupils  of  the 
McMicken  Art  School.  In  the  report  of  last  year  was 
given  a  considerable  list  of  the  more  important  works  in 
the  collection.  Later  additions  have  been  made,  among 
which  are  the  following  : 

i 

Adams,  L.  C.  Recueil  des  Sculptures  Gothiques.  Paris,  1859. 
2v.  4°. 

Angas,  G.  F.  Kaffirs  illustrated  in  a  Series  of  Drawings. 
London,  1849.  fol. 

Baudot,  A.  de.  Eglises  de  Bourgs  et  de  Tillages.  Paris, 
1867.  2v.  4°. 

Bekker,  Dr.  und  A.  Deutsche  Ornithologie.  Darmstadt, 
n.  d.  fol. 

Bible,  The  Holy  [with  Engravings] ;  edited  by  Thomas 
Macklin.  London,  1800.  6v.  fol. 

Bicknell,  A.  J.  &  Co.  Detail,  Cottage  and  Constructive  Ar¬ 
chitecture.  Hew  York,  1873.  4°. 

British  Schools  of  Art.  London,  n.  d.  2v.  in  1.  4°. 

Brockedon,  W.  Italy  ;  Classical,  Historical,  and  Pictur¬ 
esque.  London,  n.  d.  fol. 

Bruin,  G.  Theatre  des  Cites  dv  Monde.  Bruxelles,  1572. 
6v.  in  3.  fol. 

Calliat,  Y.  Hotel  de  Yille  de  Paris ;  avec  Supplement. 
Paris,  1844-46.  2v.  fol. 

Calliat,  Y.  Parallele  des  Maisons  de  Paris  construites 
depuis  1830.  Paris,  1837-64.  2v.  fol. 

Calliat,  Y.  et  Lance,  A.  Encyclopedie  d’Architecture. 
Paris,  1851-62.  12v.  4°. 

Carter,  J.  Ancient  Architecture  of  England ;  ed.  by  J. 
Britton.  London,  1837.  fol. 
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Cincinnati.  7  Photographic  Views  of  Early  Cincinnati,  by 
L.  Van  Loo.  Cincinnati,  1872. 

Combe,  T.  Description  of  Ancient  Marbles  and  of  Terra 
Cottas  in  British  Museum.  London,  1810-18.  2v.  in  1.  4°. 

Construction  of  the  Great  Victoria  Bridge  in  Canada.  Lon¬ 
don,  1860.  fol. 

Daly,  C.  Motifs  d’Architecture  et  de  Sculpture  d'Ornement. 
Paris,  1870.  2  portfol. 

Decloux  et  Doury,  MM.  Histoire  de  la  Sainte-Chapelle  du 
Palais.  Paris,  1865.  fol. 

Description  de  l’Egypte  ;  public  par  Ordres  de  Napoleon  le 
Grand.  Paris,  1809-22.  23v.  fol.,  roy.  fol.,  and  elph.  fol. 

Dietterlin,  W.  Le  Livre  d’Architecture.  Liege,  1862.  fol. 

Dore,  G.  Dore  Gallery;  with  Memoir  by  E.  Ollier.  Lon¬ 
don,  2v.  4°. 

Dore,  G.  La  Sainte  Bible  ;  avec  Dessins  de  G.  Dore.  Tours, 
1866.  2v.  fol. 

Engravings  from  the  best  Pictures  of  the  old  Masters.  Edin¬ 
burgh,  n.  d.  fol. 

Etchings.  Eaux-Fortes  et  Gravures  des  Maitres  Anciens ; 
publiees  par  E.  Lievre ;  Notes  par  G.  Duplessis.  Paris,  n.  d. 
2  jiortfolios. 

Eyland,  E.  S.,  and  others.  Working  Drawings  and  Designs 
in  Architecture  and  Building.  Edinburgh,  n.  d.  fol. 

Fitzwilliam  Museum,  Cambridge :  Illustrations  and  Descrip¬ 
tions  of  Ancient  Marbles,  Bronzes,  and  Fictile  Vases  at.  Lon¬ 
don,  1849.  r.  4°. 

Flaxman,  J.  La  Divina  Comedia  di  Dante  Alighieri. 
Milano,  n.  d.  obi.  4°. 

Forster,  E.  Monuments  d' Architecture  de  Sculpture  et  de 
Peinture  d’Allemagne.  Paris,  1859-66.  8v.  4°. 

Gauthier,  *M.  P.  Les  plus  beaux  Edifices  de  la  Ville  de 
Genes.  Paris,  1818.  fol. 

Gilbert,  L.  La  Marbrerie.  Paris,  1866.  4°  in  portfol. 

George,  H.  B.  The  Oberland  and  its  Glaciers ;  with  28  Pho¬ 
tographic  Illustrations  by  E.  Edwards.  London,  1866.  4°. 

Godwin,  G.  Buildings  and  Monuments,  Modern  and  Mediae¬ 
val.  London,  1850.  fol. 

Harcourt,  Lady  S.  V.  Sketches  in  Madeira.  London,  1851. 

fol. 
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Heider,  G.,  u.  A.  m.  Mittelalterliche  Kunstdenkmale  des 
Oesterreichen  Kaiserstaates.  Stuttgart,  1858-60.  2v.  4°. 

Hogarth,  W.  Works;  restored  by  J.  Heath.  London 
[1835].  fol. 

Hooker,  J.  D.  Botany  of  Antarctic  Voyage,  1839-43.  Lon¬ 
don,  1847.  2v.  4°. 

Hooker,  J.  H.  Rhododendrons  of  Sikkim-Himalaya.  Lon¬ 
don,  1849.  fol. 

Hooker,  W.  J.  Description  of  Victoria  Regia,  or  Great  Water 
Lily  of  South  America.  London,  1847.  fol. 

Hubsch,  A.  Monuments  de  1’Architecture  Chretienne.  Paris, 
1866.  portfol. 

Johnstone,  W.  G.,  and  Croall,  A.  Nature -printed  British 
Sea-Weeds.  London,  1859-60.  4v.  8°. 

Journal  de  Menuiserie.  Paris,  1863-70.  8v.  4°. 

Julienne,  M.  E.  L’Orfevrerie  Frangais,  les  Bronzes  et  la 
Ceramique.  Paris,  1864.  portfol. 

Kallenbach,  G.  G.,  and  Schmitt,  J.  Christliche  Kirchen- 
Baukunst  des  Abenlandes.  Halle,  1850.  4°. 

Kempis,  T.  a.  L’lmitation  de  Jesus  Christ.  Paris,  Curmer , 
1856-58.  2v.  roy.  8°. 

“  Edition  de  luxe,  decoree  de  belles  vignettes  en  miniature  et  d’encadre- 
ments  en  or  et  en  couleur  a  chaque  page.  Tous  ces  ornernents  ont  ete 
copies  sur  les  plus  beaux  manuscrits  anciens,  et  executes  par  le  procede  de 
la  chromolitbographie.” — Brunet. 

Klein,  J.  A.,  Nach  seinem  Leben  und  seinen  Werken 
geschildert.  Nurnberg,  1823.  fol. 

Knight,  H.  G.  Ecclesiastical  Architecture  of  Italy.  London, 
1842-44.  2 v.  fol. 

Lenoir,  A.  Statistique  Monumentale  de  Paris.  Paris,  1867. 
3v.  4°  and  fol. 

Letarouilly,  P.  Edifices  de  Rome  Moderne.  Paris,  1840- 
1857.  4v.  4°  and  fol. 

Lewis,  F.  C.,  Scenery  on  Devonshire  Rivers.  London,  1845. 
fol. 

Lysons,D.  Environs  of  London.  London,  1795-1811.  6v.  4°. 

Lysons,  D.  and  S.  Magna  Britannia  :  Topographical  Account 
of  Great  Britain.  London,  1806-22.  6v.  in  10.  4°. 

McIan,  R.  R.  Clans  of  Scottish  Highlands.  London,  1845-47. 
2v.  fol. 
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Menzies,  W.  History  of  Windsor  Great  Park  and  Windsor 
Forest.  London,  1864.  fol. 

National  Gallery  of  American  Landscape.  New  York, 
n.  d.  fol. 

Normand,  aine,  L.  Monuments  Funeraires.  Paris,  1863. 
2v.  in  1.  fol. 

Normand,  fils ,  L.  M.  Paris  Moderne.  Paris,  1837-57.  4v. 
4°  and  fol. 

Normand,  M.  A.  L’ Architecture  des  Nations  Etrang&res. 
Paris,  1870.  fol. 

Ornementation  au  xix  Siecle :  Compositions  de  Michel- 
Lienard,  Gsell,  etc.  Paris,  1870.  portfol. 

Ornements  tires  des  quatre  Ecoles.  Paris,  n.  d.  4°.  port¬ 
folio. 

Pardoe,  J.  Beauties  of  the  Bosphorus.  Illustrated  by  W. 
H.  Bartlett.  London,  n.  d.  4°. 

Picard,  B.  Ceremonies  et  Coutumes  Beligieuses.  Amster¬ 
dam,  1723—43.  9  v.  in  8,  fol. 

Pinelli,  B.  Istoria  Romana,  incisa  all’  Acqua  Forte.  Roma, 
1818-24.  2v.  ohl.  fol. 

Pistolesi,  E.  Antiquities  of  Herculaneum  and  Pompeii. 
Naples,  1842.  2v.  fol. 

Plans  and  Photographs  of  Stonehenge  and  of  Terusachan  in 
Isle  of  Lewis.  London,  1867.  folio. 

Prechtl,  J-.  J.  Technologische  Encyklopadie.  Stuttgart, 
1830-69.  30v.  8°  and  4°. 

Probasco,  H.  Catalogue  of  Collection  of  Books,  Manuscripts, 
and  Works  of  Art  belonging  to.  Cincinnati,  1873.  8°. 

Puttrich,  L.  und  Geyser,  G.  W.,  Jr.  Henkmale  der  Bau- 
kunst  des  Mittelalters  in  Sachsen.  Leipzig,  1836-50.  2v.  in 

4.  4°. 

Retza,  Franciscus  de.  Comestorium  Yitiorum.  Nurem- 
berge,  1470.  fol. 

Schlagintweit,  H.,  A.,  and  R.  von.  Results  of  a  Scientific 
Mission  to  India  and  High  Asia.  Leipzig,  1861-66.  4°  and 

eleph.  fol. 

Shakespeare,  W.  Works;  edited  by  J.  O.  Halliwell.  Lon¬ 
don,  1853-65.  16v.  fol. 

Smith,  J.  Catalogue  Raisonne  of  Works  of  Hutch,  Flemish, 
and  French  Painters.  London,  1829-42.  9v.  8°. 
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Superstitions,  Anciens  et  Modernes :  prejuges  Yulgaires. 
Amsterdam,  1743-46.  2v.  fol. 

Switzerland;  illustrated  by  W.  II.  Bartlett ;  Descriptions  by 
W.  Beattie.  London,  1836.  2v.  4°. 

Textier,  C.,  and  Pullan,  B.  P.  Byzantine  Architecture. 
London,  1864.  fol. 

Thiele,  J.  M.  Thorwaldsen  and  his  "Works;  translated  by 
P.  C.  Sinding.  Hew  York,  1869.  4v.  4°. 

Thienemann,  F.  A.  L.  100  Abildungen  von  Yogeleiern. 
Leipzig,  1845-54.  2v.  4°. 

Tredgold,  T.  The  Steam  Engine.  London,  1838-44.  4v. 

4°  and  fol. 

Turner,  J.  W.  W.  Liber  Studiorum.  London,  1861.  3v. 

obi.  4°. 

PTnger,  W.  G-alerie  zu  Braunschweig ;  radirt  von.  Leipzig, 
1870.  4°. 

Unger,  W.  Galerie  zu  Oassel;  40  Badirungen.  Leipzig, 
1872.  4°. 

Utino,  Leonardus  de.  Sermones  Aurei  de  Sanctis.  Colonise, 
1473.  fol. 

Viollet-le-Duc,  E.  E.  Dictionnaire  Baisonne  de  1’ Architec¬ 
ture  Frangaise  du  lle  au  16e  Siecle.  Paris,  1867-70.  lOv.  8°. 

Waring,  J.  B.  Masterpieces  of  Industrial  Art  and  Sculpture 
at  International  Exhibition,  1862.  London,  4863.  3v.  fol. 

Warrington,  W.  History  of  Stained  Class.  London,  1848. 
folio. 

Willis,  1ST.  P.  American  Scenery;  illustrated  by  W.  H. 
Bartlett.  London,  1840.  2v.  4°. 

Woodward,  J".  J.  Monographs  on  Histology ;  illustrated  with 
Pliotograjihs.  Washington,  1872.  portfolio. 

Zahn,  W.  Ornamente  aller  klassischen  Kunst-Epochen. 
Berlin,  1870.  fol. 

A  misapprehension  exists  in  the  minds  of  a  few  persons 
as  to  the  purposes  of  the  collection.  “It  is  not  the  inten¬ 
tion,”  said  the  last  Annual  Report,  “to  show  the  more 
valuable  works  as  picture-books;  but  any  person  who 
wishes  to  consult  them  for  artistic  purposes  may,  under 
regulations  made  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  do  so.”  The 
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misapprehension  alluded  to  has  occasionally  occurred  when 
a  resident,  taking  a  visitor  from  a  distant  city  through  the 
library,  and  wishing  to  impress  on  him  the  importance  of 
the  institutions  of  Cincinnati,  has  asked  to  have  the  most 
expensive  books  put  on  exhibition ;  it  may  be  Piranesi,  or 
the  folio  edition  of  Audubon’s  Birds.  The  parties  profess 
to  have  no  artistic  habits,  and  no  special  interest  in  Roman 
antiquities  or  natural  history  ;  the  motive  is  simply  to  see 
expensive  picture-books.  Such  a  use  of  these  works  would 
soon  ruin  them,  and  a  public  collection  of  valuable  books 
for  the  higher  purpose  of  artistic  culture  would  be  an  im¬ 
possibility.  In  order  to  use  the  two  works  named,  it  is 
necessary  to  procure  a  permit  from  some  member  of  the 
Board  of  Managers.  Persons  who  are  aware  of  the  value 
of  these  works  will  readily  see  the  propriety  of  this  regula¬ 
tion.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  persons  who  wish  to  use 
the  collection  “for  artistic  purposes”  are  necessarily  artists. 
The  same  attention  is  shown  to  art  students  and  amateurs 
as  to  the  art  profession. 

In  this  room  is  a  complete  collection  of  the  reports,  speci¬ 
fications,  and  drawings  of  the  United  States  Patent  Office  ; 
and  it  is  much  used  by  inventors  and  patentees.  Sets  of 
the  British  and  French  patents  are  greatly  needed,  there 
being  no  sets  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  The  ample  accommoda¬ 
tions  which  the  library  is  soon  to  have  makes  it  now 
practicable  to  procure  these  sets.  The  British  government 
has  presented  its  patent  publications  to  institutions  in  some 
of  the  large  cities  of  our  country  where  they  have  been 
needed,  the  libraries  to  which  they  are  presented  bearing  the 
expense  of  binding.  The  binding  of  the  set  alone  will  cost 
about  ten  thousand  dollars.  As  the  United  States  minister 
at  the  Court  of  St.  James  is  a  citizen  of  Ohio,  he  would 
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doubtless  feel  interested,  if  so  requested,  to  procure  from 
the  British  government  the  donation  of  these  publications. 

MEDICAL  LIBRARY. 

The  accessions  to  the  Medical  Library  in  our  charge,*  but 
the  property  of  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  were  367  volumes, 
making  the  entire  collection  1,491  volumes. 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  Mussey  has  unofficially  expressed  his  inten¬ 
tion  of  placing  in  the  Public  Library  his  valuable  collection 
of  medical  books,  which  he  proposes  to  name  in  honor  of 
his  father,  the  late  Dr.  Bueben  Dimond  Mussey,  the  “  Mus¬ 
sey  Library.” 

A  new  interest  has  recently  been  awakened  among  the 
medical  profession  of  our  city  in  building  up  a  large  and 
well-selected  medical  department  in  the  Public  Library. 
The  trustees  and  professors  of  the  Ohio  Medical  College  are 
again  considering  the  question  of  placing  its  medical  books 
in  our  possession.  The  small  but  well-selected  collection, 
purchased  with  the  clinical  funds  of  the  Cincinnati  Hospi¬ 
tal,  has  been  of  great  service  to  the  profession;  and,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  the  nucleus  of  a  creditable  medical  depart¬ 
ment  in  our  library. 

BINDING. 

The  binding  of  the  library  has  now  become  so  consider¬ 
able  that  it  will  employ  the  constant  services  of  several 
persons  during  the  entire  year.  The  sum  expended  for 
binding  the  past  year,  not  including  a  large  amount  done 
in  England  and  Germany,  was  $2,872.97.  Although  we 
have  sent  our  books  to  several  binders,  yet,  owing  to  the 
pressure  of  their  regular  work  and  other  causes,  it  has  often 
been  three  months,  and  sometimes  longer,  before  the  books 
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were  returned.  Library  work  is  different  from  ordinary 
binding,  and  requires  men  skilled  in  this  specialty.  All  the 
large  libraries  at  the  East  have  found  it  necessary  to  have 
binderies  of  their  own.  and  to  give  skilled  workmen  constant 
employment.  I  recommend  that  a  room  in  the  basement 
of  the  new  building  be  fitted  up  for  a  bindery,  and  that  our 
books  in  the  future  be  bound  on  our  own  premises. 

ANNUAL  EXAMINATION. 

The  annual  examination  of  the  library  was  commenced 
the  last  week  in  May,  and  has  been  continued  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  time,  by  finding  or  accounting  for,  as  far  as  possible, 
all  the  books  in  the  library.  This  work  has  been  done 
without  closing  the  library  or  interrupting  the  circulation 
of  books  for  a  day.  One  hundred  and  forty-nine  volumes 
have  not  been  accounted  for.  The  most  important  of  these 
are  Mrs.  Jameson's  “  Legend  of  the  Monastic  Orders,”  Lon¬ 
don,  1867,  and  Lossing’s  “Book  of  the  Hudson.”  Of  the 
apparently  missing  books,  fifty-six  are  novels  and  juveniles. 
Of  the  books  reported  missing  last  year,  thirty-three  have 
since  been  found. 

Several  dictionaries  and  other  works  of  reference  have 
been  stolen  from  the  reading-rooms.  One  person  has  been 
detected,  and  has  been  sentenced  in  the  Police  Court  to 
three  months  in  the  work-house,  with  the  additional  penalty 
of  a  tine  which  will  hamper  his  personal  freedom  for  several 
months  longer.  Another  person  has  been  arrested  and  tried 
for  mutilating  a  book,  and  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
prosecution  was  acquitted.  On  a  full  examination  of  the 
case  it  appeared  possible,  if  not  probable,  that  the  book 
was  mutilated  when  he  called  for  it,  though  he  neglected 
to  report  the  mutilation,  and  gave  his  place  of  residence 
erroneously  on  the  ticket  with  which  he  applied  for  the 
book.  Evidence  is  accumulating  against  two  other  persons 


32 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


who  are  suspected  of  stealing  books  from  the  reading 
rooms.  The  police  force  and  the  Police  Court  have  given 
every  needed  facility  in  detecting  and  punishing  persons 
who  have  abused  the  privileges  of  the  library.  The  library- 
book  thief  is  one  of  the  meanest  creatures  in  the  thieving: 
profession,  and  no  pains  will  be  spared  to  detect  aud 
punish  him.  The  sympathy  which  was  extended  to  the 
theological  student  and  preacher  who  stole  books  from  this 
library  more  than  a  year  ago,  subsequent  events  have  shown 
to  be  wholly  misplaced.  He  has  since  been  detected  in 
committing  other  grave  offenses,  and  has  left  the  country 
in  disgrace. 

LIBRARY  BUILDING. 

With  the  completion  and  occupancy  of  the  new  build¬ 
ing,  the  library  will  enter  upon  a  new  phase  in  its  history. 
It  will  attract  the  attention  of  our  own  citizens  as  it  has 
never  yet  done.  Regarded  simply  for  its  architectural  fea¬ 
tures,  the  Public  Library  building  will  be  the  most  attract¬ 
ive  edifice  in  the  city.  That  Cincinnati  should  have  the 
largest,  the  best  arranged,  the  most  elegant,  and  the  only 
fire-proof  public  library  building  in  the  country,  will  be  the 
occasion  of  no  small  amount  of  local  pride.  When  the 
building  is  finished  and  opened  for  inspection,  its  immense 
capacity,  its  beautiful  proportions,  its  well-planned  arrange¬ 
ments,  and  its  tasteful  details,  will  surprise  our  own  citizens 
even  more  than  strangers ;  for  the  work  has  gone  on  be¬ 
hind  barricades,  aud  so  quietly  that  few  persons  have 
watched  it  while  in  progress. 

Up  to  this  time — with  the  exception  of  one  bequest  of 
$5,000,  from  Mrs.  Sarah  Lewis,  which  has  been  funded,  and 
only  its  interest  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books — the 
library  has  depended  wholly  on  public  money  for  its  growth 
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aud  support.  Other  public  libraries  have  received  large  do¬ 
nations  of  money  from  noble-minded  individuals  of  wealth. 
With  a  capacity  of  250,000  volumes  in  the  main  building, 
we  shall  have  for  some  years  an  array  of  empty  shelves  to 
beg  for  us;  and  may  we  not  hope  that  these  quiet  appeals 
will  be  heard?  With  only  the  income  derived  from  taxa¬ 
tion  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  which  is  limited  by  the 
statutes  of  Ohio,  it  is  estimated  that  nearly  twenty  years  will 
be  required  to  fill  the  main  building.  Is  there  not  reason 
for  hoping  that  it  will  be  filled  in  ten  years  by  the  aid  of 
private  donations?  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Cincinnati  could  do  an  act  which  would  redound 
more  to  the  credit  of  Cincinnati — to  its  literary,  scientific, 
and  social  status — than  by  furnishing  the  means  of  filling 
this  splendid  library  building  with  useful  and  standard 
books.  Where  the  best  libraries  are,  there  the  literary 
workers,  the  scholars,  and  the  learned  men  gather.  The 
Board  of  Education,  in  erecting  this  building,  has  done  its 
work  uobly  and  generously.  It  remains  for  the  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  Cincinnati  to  second  these  results,  and 
speedily  make  this  library  equal,  at  least,  in  its  resources 
to  any  in  the  land. 

WILLIAM  F.  POOLE, 

Librarian. 


A-IFIPIEILTIDIIX:  .A. 

DONATIONS. 


DONORS. 

VOLS. 

Pamph. 

Col.  S.  T.  Abort,  Newport,  Ky . 

1 

Albany  (N.  Y.)  Young  Men’s  Association.... 
Miss  Lizzie  I).  Allen,  Cincinnati . 

4 

1 

E.  L.  Anderson,  Cincinnati . 

3 

Andover  (Mass.)  Theological  Seminary . 

F.  A.  Armstrong,  Cincinnati . 

1 

1 

Miss  Emily  Z.  Ashford,  Cincinnati . 

49 

47 

Gen.  Henry  W.  Benbam,  Boston,  Mass . 

Birmingham  (Eng.)  Free  Library . 

1 

1 

1 

G.  Bossange,  Paris,  France . 

1 

Charles  Bohrer,  Lafayette,  Ind . 

1 

Boston,  City  of . 

6 

Boston  Public  Library . 

1 

11 

Bev.  C.  H.  Brigham,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich . 

Brookline  (Mass.)  Public  Library . . . . 

Mrs.  Robert  Brown,  Jr.,  Cincinnati . 

4 

1 

1 

Eliza  B.  Burns,  New  York . 

1 

1  chart 

Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  Young  Men’s  Association _ 

W.  H.  Chamberlin,  Cincinnati . . 

lion.  L.  Chandler,  M.  C.,  Michigan . 

1 

1 

1 

Charlestown  (Mass.)  Public  Library . 

2 

F.  W.  Christern,  New  York . 

1 

Cincinnati  Board  of  Education . . 

2 

“  Common  Council . 

49 

u  Courier . 

1 

u  Gazette  Co . 

59 

469 

u  Star . . 

2 

u  Times  and  Chronicle . 

1 

u  Yolksfreurid . 

1 

L.  J.  Cist,  Cincinnati . 

7 

Robert  Clarke,  Cincinnati . 

42 

1  eng. 

Robert  Clarke  &  Co.,  Cincinnati . 

1 

Thomas  Cleneay,  Cincinnati . 

27 

Cobden  Club,  London,  England . 

1 

1 

J.  A.  Cockerill,  Editor  of  the  Enquirer . 

Vincent  Collyer,  Washington . 

21  . 

1 
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DONORS. 


Yols.  Pamph. 


W.  0.  Davie  &  Co.,  Cincinnati . 

J.  E.  Davies,  Madison,  Wis . 

Gen.  R.  K.  Dawes,  Marietta,  Ohio . 

Dayton  (Ohio)  Putnam  Library . 

Delaware  (Ohio)  Wesleyan  University . 

Dr.  Geo.  H.  Derby,  Boston . 

Detroit  (Mich.)  Public  Library . 

Edmund  Dexter,  Cincinnati . 

F.  B.  Dexter,  New  Haven,  Conn . 

George  Dexter,  Cambridge,  Mass . 

Julius  Dexter,  Cincinnati.. . 

Hon.  Ozro  J.  Dodds,  Cincinnati . 

M.  E.  Dowling . 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass . 

Mi  ss  Fannie  Field,  Cincinnati . ! 

Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  Cincinnati . 

C.  L.  Flint,  Boston . 

Alex.  Forbes,  Cleveland . 

Hon.  M4  F.  Force,  Cincinnati . 

W.  P.  Garrison,  New  York . 

Dr.  Charles  Girard,  Paris,  France . 

Gloucester  (Mass.)  Sawyer  Library . 

Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green,  Boston . . . 

E.  S.  Guernsey . 

J.  B.  Heich,  Cincinnati . 

Thornton  M.  Hinkle,  Cincinnati . 

James  C.  C.  Holenshade,  College  Hill,  0.... 

S.  Dana  Horton,  Cincinnati . 

Henry  Howe,  Cincinnati . 

India,  H.  B.  M.  Secretary  of  State  for . 

Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  Boston . 

Kansas  Department  of  Public  Instruction... 

Hon.  Rufus  King,  Cincinnati . 

J.  H.  Klippart,  Columbus,  O . 

Edward  H.  Knight,  Washington . 

Ladies'  Depository,  Publishers  of, . 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  Free  Library . 

J.  W.  M.  Lee,  Baltimore . 

Leeds  (Eng.)  Public  Library . 

Leicester  (Mass.)  Public  Library . 

G.  M.  Levette,  Indianapolis . 

Liverpool  (Eng.)  Free  Public  Library . 

J.  F.  Loubat,  New  York . 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

11 

14 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

20 


6 

1 

1 


1 

1 


2 

44 

1 


1 

72 

1 

8 

1 


1 

1 

66 

1 

1 


1 
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VOLS. 


Pam  ph. 


Louisiana  State  University,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Louisville  (Ky.)  Library  Association . 

Prof.  Jos.  Lovering,  Cambridge,  Mass . 

Lowell  (Mass.)  City  Library . 

Geo.  McLaughlin,  Cincinnati . 

Manchester  (Eng.)  Free  Library . 

Manchester  (N.  H.)  City  Library . 

Marietta  College,  Marietta,  Ohio . 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Health . 

“  State  of . 

Rev.  Samuel  May,  Leicester,  Mass . 

Rev.  A.  D.  Mayo,  Springfield,  Mass . . 

Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs,  Washington . 

Melrose  (Mass.)  Public  Library . 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich . 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Missouri  State  Board  of  Immigration . 

Thomas  Moore,  Cincinnati . 

Mt.  Auburn  Young  Ladies’  Institute . 

L.  A.  Munger.. . 

Mrs.  A.  Netter,  Cincinnati . . . . 

Paul  Neuhaus,  Cincinnati . 

Nevada,  State  Mineralogist . 

New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Public  Library . 

New  England  Society  of  Orange,  New  Jersey, 
New  York  (City)  Apprentices’  Library . 

“  u  Mercantile  Library . 

New  York  State  Library,  Albany . 

Newton  (Mass.)  Free  Library . 

B.  G.  Northop,  New  Haven,  Conn . 

Edward  Nunneker,  Cincinnati . 

Ohio  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society... 

Ohio,  State  of . 

“  Commissioner  of  Sinking  Fund . 

“  State  Library . 

Peabody  (Mass.)  Institute . 

M.  Peck,  Cincinnati . 

Pennsylvania  Board  of  Public  Charities . 

Peoria  (Ill.)  Mercantile  Library . 

W.  T.  Perkins,  Cincinnati . 

Hon.  Aaron  F.  Perry,  Cincinnati . 

John  T.  Perry,  Cincinnati . 

Philadelphia  Library  Company . 


1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

11 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

83 

1 


1 

4 

1 

1 

6 

15 


1 

2 

2 

1 

21 

1 

40 

5 

1 

1  , 
1 
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1 
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DONORS. 


Yols. 


Pamph. 


Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library . 

Pittsburg  (Pa.)  Mercantile  Library . 

William  F.  Poole,  Cincinnati . 

Edward  Preston,  London,  Eng . 

Henry  Probasco,  Cincinnati . 

Providence  (R.  I)  Athenaeum . . . 

Joseph  Rawson,  Cincinnati . 

Joseph  Rohson,  Cincinnati . 

John  A.  Roedter,  Cincinnati . 

G.  R.  Rossiter . . 

C.  B.  Ruggles,  Cincinnati . 

Hr.  Gerhard  Saal,  Cincinnati . 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library . 

St.  Xaviers’  College,  Cincinnati . 

Salford  (Eng.)  Free  Library . 

John  G.  Shea,  Xew  York . 

Hon.  John  Sherman,  M*  C.,  Ohio . 

Edward  Smith,  Syracuse,  X.  Y . 

Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington . 

H.  J.  Suider,  St.  Louis . 

Theodore  Stanwood,  Cincinnati . 

B.  F.  Stevens,  London,  England . 

Geo.  E.  Stevens  &  Co.,  Cincinnati . 

Hon.  Job  E.  Stevenson,  Cincinnati . 

Miss  Caroline  Swasey,  Cincinnati . 

A.  J.  Swing,  Cincinnati . 

lion.  A.  Taft,  Cincinnati . 

J.  Taylor,  Cincinnati . 

Hon.  A.  G.  Thurman,  M.  C.,  Ohio . 

Hr.  J.  M.  Toner,  Washington . 

James  F.  Torrence,  Cincinnati . 

Unknown . . . 

United  States  Bureau  of  Education . 

“  Chief  of  Engineers . 

“  Bepartment  of  Agriculture.... 

“  Government . 

u  Library  of  Congress . 

“  Patent  Office . 

“  Post-office  Hepartment . 

“  Quartmaster-General . 

“  Surgeon-General . 

W.  II.  Venable,  Cincinnati . 

Hon.  Francis  A.  Walker,  Washington . 


3 

1 

1 

39 

2 

2 

1 


1 

13 

1 

2 

1 

40 

1 

1 

42 

5 

9 
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1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

6 

75 

1 

45 

6 

1 

8 
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2 


1 

1 

4 


1 
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1 

1 

2 
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1 
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3  photos 
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2 
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VOLS. 

Pamph. 

Frank  Walsh,  Cincinnati . 

1 

1 

Waltham  (Mass.)  Public  Library . 

1 

H.  A.  Ward,  Rochester,  Y.  Y . 

1 

Janies  AY  Ward,  Cincinnati . 

1 

Townsend  Ward,  Philadelphia . 

1 

lion.  Gr.  W.  Warren,  Charlestown,  Mass.... 

Watertown  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library . 

C.  K.  Whipple,  Boston . 42  tracts 

I.  II.  White,  Cincinnati . 

1 

in  lv. 

1 

1 

W.  D.  Wilkins,  Detroit . 

1 

F.  S.  Wilcox,  Peoria,  Ill . 

1 

Henry  J.  Williams.  Philadelnhia . 

1 

1  photo 

D.  Wilson .  . 

1 

Wilson,  Ilinkle  &  Co.,  Cincinnati . 

30 

55 

F.  Winkler.  Cincinnati . 

4 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society . 

2 

Col.  W.  H.  Wellington,  Jackson,  Mich . 

Woodward  Alumnal  Association . 

6 

4 

3 

Worcester  (Mass')  Public  Library . 

1 

Col.  James  T.  Worthington,  Chillicothe . 

Yale  College,  Yew  Haven,  Conn . 

3 

1 

2 
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The  following  newspapers  and  magazines  have  been  received 
as  donations  from  the  publishers  : 

American  Bibliopolist  . . A ew  York. 

American  Eclectic  Medical  Eeview . Yew  York. 

American  Journal  of  Phonography,  2  copies . Yew  York. 

Baltimore  Underwriter . Baltimore. 

Bookbuyer . Yew  York. 

Boston  Daily  Evening  Transcript . Boston. 

Boston  Investigator,  2  copies . Boston. 

Business  Guide .  . Cincinnati. 

Christian  Pulpit . Cincinnati. 

Christian  Quarterly . Cincinnati. 

Christian  World . . . Cincinnati. 

Church’s  Musical  Visitor. . Cincinnati. 

Cincinnati  Daily  Gazette . Cincinnati. 

Cincinnati  Evening  Star .  Cincinnati. 

Cincinnati  Medical  Repertory . Cincinnati. 

Cincinnati  Taglicher  Courier . Cincinnati. 

Cincinnati  Times  and  Chronicle . Cincinnati. 

Cincinnati  Trade  List . .' . Cincinnati. 

Eclectic  Medical  Journal . Cincinnati. 

Golden  Hours . Cincinnati. 

Haus  und  Herd . Cincinnati. 

Highland  County  Weekly  Yews . Hillsboro,  O. 

Home  Missionary . Yew  York. 

Index,  The... . Toledo. 

Independent  Monthly . Indianapolis. 

Iron  W  orld  and  Manufacturer .  Pittsburgh. 

Journal  of  Commerce  and  Western  World . Cincinnati. 

Ladies’  Repository . Cincinnati. 

Mount  Auburn  Index . Cincinnati. 

Yational  Yormal . Cincinnati. 

Yational  Sunday  School  Teacher . Chicago. 

Yew  Jerusalem  Messenger . Boston. 

Old  and  Yew . Boston. 

Our  Dumb  Animals . . . Boston. 

Our  Monthly . Philadelphia. 

Reformed  Presbyterian  and  Covenanter . Pittsburgh. 

Religious  Magazine . Boston. 

Trlibner  s  American  and  Oriental  Record .  London. 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Monthly  Report . Washington. 
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